U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Palm Springs Fish and Wildlife Office
777 East Tahquitz Canyon Way, Suite 208
Palm Springs, California 92262
760-322-2070

FAX 760-322-4648

California Department of Fish and Game
Inland Deserts Region

3602 Inland Empire Blvd., Suite C-220
Ontario, California 91764
909-484-0459

FAX 909-481-2945

In Reply Refer To:
FWS/CDFG-IMP-11B0326-11F0519

Cedric Perry, Project Manager

El Centro Field Office

Bureau of Land Management

22835 Calle San Juan De Los Lagos
Moreno Valley, California 92553

Subject: Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact
Review (EIS/EIR) for the Ocotillo Express Wind Energy Facility, Imperial County,
California (CACA 51552), State Clearinghouse No. 2010121055

Dear Mr. Perry:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) and California Department of Fish and Game
(Department), hereafter collectively referred to as the Wildlife Agencies, have reviewed the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (DEIS/EIR), dated June
2011, for the proposed Ocotillo Express Wind Energy Facility. The proposed project is located
at the western border of Imperial County, California, near the town of Ocotillo. The Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) proposes 1o issue a right-of-way (ROW) grant authorizing the
construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed 465 megawatt (MW) project.

The primary concern and mandate of the Service is the protection of public fish and wildlife
resources and their habitats. The Service has legal responsibility for the welfare of migratory
birds, anadromous fish, and endangered animals and plants occurring in the United States. The
Service is also responsible for administering the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended
(16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). The Department is a trustee agency under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and is responsible for ensuring appropriate conservation of
fish and wildlife resources including rare, threatened, and endangered plant and animal species,
pursuant to the California Endangered Species Act. The Department also acts as a Responsible
Agency regarding any discretionary actions (CEQA Guidelines Section 15381}, such as the
issuance of a Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement (Fish and Game Code Sections 1600 et
seq.) and/or a Permit for Incidental Take of Endangered, Threatened, and/or Candidate species
(Fish and Game Code Sections 2080 and 2080.1). -

Based on our review of the DEIS/EIR, we offer comments on five categories of concern: 1)
impacts to the federally endangered Peninsular-bighorn sheep (Ovis canadensis nelsoni); 2)
impacts to streambeds, federally and State-protected waters, and associated sensitive vegetation
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communities; 3) potential project impacts to Flat tailed homned lizard (Phryosoma meailii) and
other sensitive species; 4) potential project impacts on Golden Eagle (dquila chrysaetos) and
migratory birds; and 5) general comments on proposed project actions and potential impacts.
Our specific comments, concerns, and recommendations are identified in the attached table.

Based on conversations as part of consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act
(16 U.S5.C. 1531 ef seq.), permit issuance in accordance with the Clean Water Act 404 (33 U.S.C.
1344), and planning compensation efforts, the Wildlife Agencies are aware that the applicant has
comrmitted to resolve many of the issues described in our comments. However, we wish to
ensure that the resolution of these issues is clearly incorporated into the final EIS/EIR.

Thanl vou for the ormarhmity to comment on the nrgpncpri nroiect, For further information or
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questions, please contact Nisa Marks (Service)} of the Palm Springs Fish and Wildlife Office at
760-322-2070 x208 or Magdalena Rodriguez (Department}) of the Inland Deserts Region at 909-
945-3294.

Sincerely,
HA s Pl -
Kennon A. Corey - David Elms
Assistant Field Supervisor Environmental Program Manager
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service California Department of Fish and Game
Enclosure
ce:

State Clearing House (via fax)
Angelina Havens, Imperial County Planning Depariment
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