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Voice of San Diego Article “Developer Won’t Take No for an Answer …” http://www.voiceofsandiego.org/topics/land-use/developer-wont-take-no-for-an-answer-on-massive-lilac-hills-ranch-project/ Re Horn:[image: ]
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The significance of Horn’s vote is mentioned in an article from the Valley Road Runner http://www.valleycenter.com/Articles-Top-Story-Headline-c-2015-09-15-92904.113122-Planning-Commission-recommends-approval-of-Lilac-Hills-Ranch-conditions-may-make-it-a-Pyrrhic-victory.html
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But Accretive did show interest in funding Deer Springs Fire District in other ways.

For the November 2014 election, the developers poured $58,800 into the three open spots on the five-
person Deer Springs Fire Board, through a political action committee, Public Safety Advocates. Among
the committee’s spending on local elections was $12,370 in support of Fire Board candidates Tom Francl,
Robert Osby and Jean Slaughter. All three were elected.

In that one fire board race, the committee spent almost the same amount as the 54 candidates in all fire
board elections in San Diego County that year, according to campaign disclosures. Together, all the
candidates, including those in Deer Springs, raised a combined $13,166.

The two losing candidates, James Gordon and Mark Jackson, are vocal opponents of the Lilac Hills
project. They didn't receive any financial help from the PAC.
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A divided San Diego
County Planning
Commission, in 2 4-3
vote, Friday gave
conditional approval to
the wildly controversial
Lilac Hills Ranch (LHR)
project after a grueling
hearing that lasted from
9a.m. until 6:21 p.m.

But whether they did the o< photo by DAVID
developer any favors o
remains to be seen.

Now the project goes where its ultimate fate has always resided: to the
Board of Supervisors. Since it is very Likely that two supervisors, Bill Horn
and Greg Cox, favor the project and two, Dianne Jacob and Dave Roberts,
dontt, its fate could very well rest with one member of the board, Ron
Roberts. The supervisors will hold hearings October 14.

The commissioners approved the project of 1,746 homes on 608 acres,
but Friday’s commission vote may have been a Pyrrhic victory for
Accretive Investments. The conditions of development the Planning
Commission attached could make it nearly impossible to develop,
according to some observers.
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this year, Republican Steve Danon raised $63,980 in cash and $290 in nonmonetary
contributions for a total of $64,270. He began the year with $27,723 and spent just
$5448, leaving him with a cash war chest of $86,255.

Contributors, many from out of town, included Luce Forward lawyer William Earley
($400); dealer-maker Richard Felago ($500); development consultant Roberta
Herdes ($750); Pathway Genomics chief executive James Plante ($500); Connect
honcho Duane Roth ($500); pyschiatrist Steve Rahimi of Pacific Clinics, La Habra
($1000); Nena Zosa of Rio Hondo Pediatrics Associates and Noli Zosa of Rio Hondo
Medical Group, Long Beach ($1000); wastewater engineer Tim Volz of URS
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County Supervisor Bill Horn, who represents the area and owns 34 acres nearby, was also buoyed by an
infusion of Accretive cash in his most recent re-election campaign. The company donated $40,000 to a
political action committee that supported Horn, as part of more than $100,000 the company has spent
on local elections since it started pushing the project. Accretive also hired a former Horn staffer as its

Iobbyist.

Legal experts say Horn may have a conflict of interest that could force him to recuse himself from votes
concerning the project. Building the massive residential community could dramatically improve the
development prospects of his property.




