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WILLIE REED

A witness introduced for and on behalf of the State, being

first duly sworn, upon his cath testified as follows:

- DIRECT EXAMINATION

Your name is Wwillie Reed?

Yes, Sir.

Where do you live, Willie?

I live on Mr. Clint Sheridan's,

You live on Mr., Glint Sheridan's place?
Yes, Bir.

How old are you; Willie?

Eighteen.

Do you know WMr. Leslie Milam?

Yes, Sir.

Do you know Mr. J. W. Milam when you see him?
Yes, Sir. .

Do you. see him here in ghe courtroom?
Yes, SBir.

Will you point him out, éleasé, sir?

He is sitting right over there (pointing with his

The man, I believe, that you pointed out, is the

bald-headed man, is that right?
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A 'Yesf Sir.
Q ©Now, Willie, going back to Sunday, the 28th of -
ﬁugust of this year, did you see Mr. J.W, Milam.at any
time duging that day?
.A Yes, Sir.
Q OWhere did you see Mr., Milam?
A I seen him - - when I seen him he was coming to
the well. )
Q What well? .
A The well from the barn over on M. Milam's‘place.
Q You saw him coming to a well, ig thar right?
A Yes, Sir;
Q And on whose place was that well?.
A It was on the place that Mr. Milam owned.
Q Do you mean Mr. Leslie Milam?
A Yes, Sir, |
Q Deoes Mr. Leslie Milam operate the place that the

well is on where you saw Mr. J.W. Milam that morning?

A

Q
and Mr. J.W.

A

Yes, Sir.
What is the relationship between Mr. Leslie Milam
Milam?

Well, I heard some say he was a brother.

MR, BRELAND: We cobject to what he heard.

THE COURT: If he knows he can testify to that.

211
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Q Do_yoﬁ know whether theg are - - well, do you know
what relation they are to each other, whether they are
cousins or bfotherg? That is, if you know?
No, Sif, I don't know.
Where do you live k, Willie? Who do you live with?

Mr. Clint Sheridan.

A
0
A
Q 1 mean who &s‘in your home there with you?
A My grandfather.

Q Whgt is his name?

A Add Reed.

Q On that particular Sunday morning, did you leave
your home there where you are living?

Yes, 'Sir. ‘

And about - - approximately what time did you ieave?
Between six and seven.

and Qhere wers . you going?

To the store. '

To what store?

Mr. Glenn Patterson’s.

You were going to Mr. Glenn Pattérson's store?

Yes, Sir.

Which direction is that store from where you live?

——

Nbrth.

OO 0 0w OO ¥ OO P OO0 oY 0o op

And in going to that store, state whether or not

T eem—m AW DEEEE MMmT O WEDER O PR EEEX DT O aRd I P EEma e e

212




2-300a1Rev IU-‘S“)_H

{4A-JN-30112, 62D-JN-30045-FD302

oninuatan of FD-30%3 of  TRANSCRIPT-EMMETT TILL, TRIAL Sept 1955.0n Page 214

it is necessary for you to pass by Mr. Leslie Milam's
hoﬁse?
MR. BRELAND: We object to the leading form of the
gquestions. |
THE COURT: The question is leading. See if you can’
ask him without leading the witness.
Q In going from your house to the store, what place
do you have to pass by?
A I pass by Mr. Milam's.
Q Then Mr. Milam lives Qut there, does he?
B Yes, Sir.
2 That is Mr. Leslie Milam,,ié that_right?
A Yes, Sir. °
Q- And not Mr. J.W. Milam?
A No, Sir.
Q 1Is there any ghed, or Sarn or other building on |
the place there?
A Yes, Sir.
¢ wWhat kind of a building was that?’
A  Green,
Q Well, what kind of a building was it? Will you tell
the jury what kind of a building it was?
i . A It was'a barn.

Q A barn?

213
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A Yes, Sir.

Q Did it have any open sheds, or was there a door,

A Yes, Sir, it had some doors there.

Q Now, Willie, as you went from your house to the
store that morning,.did you see anyone in or around or
about Mr. Leslie Milam's house, or in the road going to-
wards the house?

A No, sir,

- 1

{ ; Q As you came up towards Mr. Milam's house, did you

see anyone out thexe?

I didn't see anyone ocut around the barn. bBut I

; seen the truck when it passed by me.

Q
A

(o -

colored?

L oI T

is that it?

A

A truck'paSSed by you?

Yes, Sir.
What kind of a truck was it?
Green and white.

It was green where and white where? How was it

The top was white,
And what was green?
The body was green,

It was a truck with the body green and a top white,

Yes, Sir.

214
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Q And what kind of a truck was that?
A It was a 'S5 Chevrolet.
Q And who, if anyone, was in that truck that you saw?

A Well, when the truck passed by me I seen four white
mens in the cab and three cblored mens in the back. And
1 seen somebody sitting down in thg truck back there.

Q You saﬁ vou séw some white men in the cab?

A Yes, Sir.

Q And you also saw three colored men in the bacé'.
there, in the back end?

A -Yes, Sir.

Q And you sa} there was somebody down in the back
end of the truck?
| LA Yes, Sir. I seen apother coléred boy.

Q There was one colored fellow sitting down on the
bottom of the truck in the back, is that right? . '

A Yes, Sir.

Q0 And how were those coleored men sitting in the
_truék?

A Well, they was - - they had the back turned to me,
sitting up in the truck there. And the oﬁher one was down
in the truck. _

Q Were they sitting up on the sides in the back?

A Yes, 8ir.
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Q And the other one was sitting down in the bottom
of the truck, is that right?

A Yes, Sir.

G How close did you get to that truck?

A I was about as far as from here to the door back
there {pointing with his hand) .

’Q Well, how fag would you say that was? Would that
be fifty feeg?. .

A It may be. I don't know.

Q Did you have an opportunity there when you saw this
cruck to look at thase people and see their ﬁeatures.and
so forth?

A No, Sir. I waen't thinking nothing like that was
going to happen.

Q You did see the people there, though, did you?

A No, 8ir.

Q 'Well, 1 beiieV§ you sald you saw the people in the
truck, didn't you? '
‘ A Yes, Sir.

Q Now, later on did you recognize a photograph or
anything that indicated to you who the one sitting down in
the back end of that truck was? ‘

A Well, when I looked at tﬁis paper, I was sure -~ -

well, I seen it, and it seemed like I seen this boy some-

‘place else bhefore. And I looked at it and tried to . 216
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remember, and then it come back to my memorxy that this

was the same one I seen in the paper, - .

0 And was that Emmett Till?

x.
'.

‘A I don't know if that was him, but the picture
favored him.

MR. BRELAND: We object to that, Your Henor,

THE COURT: The objection is sustained unless it is
connected, of eourse.

Q Now, did the pictufe you saw in the paper of Emmett

Co) 0 TALL - - - | ‘

MR. BRELAND: We object, Your Honor. That is certainly
1e§ding the witness.

THE COQURT: It is highly leading.

Q Do you know whoe that was in the béck end of the
truck sitting down back there?

A No, 8S8ir. But the boy that was sitting in the back

- T T W W W W W W W

of the truck favored the boy that I seen in the paper,
. MR, BRELAND: We object to that, Your Honor.

THE COURT: The objection is sustained,

MR, SMEITH: I think it is highly competent,
- THE COURT: There are a lot of things I think is wrong
with that identification. And I think we are delving in the
{  realm of hearsay there.

Q What did you do after you saw that truck come in

there? 217
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Q When you came by the barn, did'you hear or see any-
thing there at that time?

A 1 heard something.

Q And what did you hear?

A It was like somebody shipping .somebody.

MR. BRELAND: We object to that.

THE COURT: The objection is sustained,

E : A Well, I come on by the barn.

Q Willie, I have a picture here that has been offered

L

as Exhibit 1 ko the testimony of Mre. Mamie Bradley for

Tt

purposes of identification * - -

MR. BRELAND: We object, Your Honor.. That is not in
evidence here.

THE COURT: It has been offered or introduced for pur-
poses of identification, and it may be used as such, ‘

Q Now I ask you to look at that picture, and ‘I ask you
T whether or not, does that or does that not resemble the.
u person you saw gitting there in the back of that truck on
K that particular day?
- MR. BRELAND: We object, Your Honor.

THE CQURT: The objecfion is sustained.

Q@ 1Is that the boy you saw in the back of that truck?
MR, BRELAND: We object.

THE COURT: The objection is sustained. But you can
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ask him if he had evef gseen that boy before. : 1

{ Have you ever seen Lthat boy before?

A It is a picture of the boy I seen on the back of
the txuck.

MR. BRELAND: IE the Court please, we object to that !
because he hasn't identified the person he saw, and he
didn't even know him. And we don't think the witness has
been qualified to answer that particular question. _ I

. THE COURT: I believe the wiktness has stated that . the

' :j picture here which has been offered for identification pur-’ oo
poses as a picture of Emmett Till dﬁring his lifetime is .

the boy that he saw in the back of the truck that morning.

Q Now what happened with that truck? Whép did they il
de with the truck, Willie? r
A The truck was setting in front of the barn there [I
when 1 went on up to the-next house, up to Miss Mandy's [
house. And T asked her - - - j
MR. BRELAND: We object to that, Your Honor, -tl
THE COURT: Don't repeat anythiﬁg you said to anybody
or anything that was said to you by anybody. . il
' Q iAs you passed the barn, I believe you said the tfuck ;
was setbing out in front of the barn, is that right? k‘
{ A Yes, Sir. - ‘ [‘ :

Qg Was anyone in the truck then?

218 {!
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No, Sir.
Did you see anyone in or about the barn?
No, S8ir.

Did you hear or see anything as you went by the barn?

- o B & S

Yes, Sir. I heard.

MR. BRELAND: We object to what he heaxd.

THE COURT: The objection is sustained.

MR. SMITQ: lJust for my guidance, Your Honor, I would
like to know the ground for his objectiom. .

THE COURT: As far as I can see, these defendants have
not been connected with.the incident in any way. .

Q Now, later on in the morniné, did you see My, J. W.
Milam cut there?

A Yes, Sir.

Q Where did you see him? ,

A Well, when I passed by he came out by- the barn to
the well,

Q and was that Mr. J. W. Milam, the man who is sitting
over there (pointing to the defendant, Mr. Milam)?

A Yes,‘sir.

Q Will you state whether he had anything unusual on
about his person?

A Yes, 8ir.

Q Wkat did he have?
220
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He had on a gun.

Was it a pistol, a rifle, or a shotgun?

He had on a pistol). He had it on his belt.

And what did Mr. J.M. Milam do when you saw him?
He just came to the well and got a drink of water.
what did he do then?

Then he went back to the barn.

And as you passed the barn, did you hear or see

ol e 2~ - o B

anytﬁing?

MR. BRELAND: We object, Your Honor.

MR. SMITH: If Your Honor please, I believe we have got
the defendant right there, going in and out of the barn. '

THE CQURT: I don't think it has been connected suffic-
‘iently, My, Smith. ‘

Q Just where did Mr. Milam come from when you saw him
that morning? ‘

A He came from the barn.

Q Anq-whege did he go when he left there? After He

got a drink of water and left the well, where did he go

then?
.A He went back to the barn.
Q Did you hear or sese anything as you pasgsed the barn?
MR. CARLTON: We cbiect, Your Honor.
THE COURT: I think he has got it straight now. I will
overxule the cobjection. : 221
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l Q 'Did you'see or hear anything as you passed,fhe barn?

_ A 1 heard somebody hollering, ahd 1 heard some licks
i - like somebody was whipping somebody.

Q¢ You ﬁeard some licks, and you also heard somebody
I hollering, is that right?
Yes, Sir.

|

What was that person hollering?
He was just hollering, “Oh.*"
You heard someone hollering "Oh", is that right?

Yes, Siry,

o o O ¥ oo

Did they holler once or wag it more than once, O

was it two or three times, or what? >
[ A They hollered more than once.
Q0 And what about the licks? Was it just one lick
you heard, or was it two, or Qere there several licks?
There was a whole lot of them,

A
0 You heard & whole lot of licks?
A Yes, SBir.

Q And was that a human being you heard or was. it some

kind of animal?

A Well, it sounded like a human being.

@ when you went on down the road, then where did you
(L% go, Willie?
A Well, I went on down and stopped theré at Miss Mandy's
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home .
Q And that w;was Mandy who?
A Bradley.
Q What did you do then? .
A Well, she told me to come bacg.to the well.

MR, BRELAND: We object to any conversation there,

Your Henor. _
THE COURT: Don't state what anybody said.

Q All right, Willie, where did you go then?

AT

.A To thes store.
Q And after you left Mandy's house the first time
where did you go? ‘
A I came to thé well.
You came to the well?
Yes, Sir.

And what did youlcome to the well for?

o0 w0

"1 came to get her a bucket of water.

Q And did you hear or see anything while you were down
there at the well?

A 1 could still hear somebody hollering.

MR, CARLTON: HWe object to that, Your Honor,

THE COURT: I think the objection is well taken.

Q Where did the hollering apparently come from?

A From the barn.
223
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Q And where did you go after’'you left the well?

A 1 went to the store.

Q And then what did you do?

A. I don't understand what you are talking aboul now.

Q@ I said, what did you do after you went to the store?
A 1 came back home and got ready and tﬁen 1 went to

Sunday Schosl.

-Q And on your way back from the store, did you seeé or
hear anything then? .
b A No, Sir. ‘
MR. BRELAND: We object to this repetition. He haé
asked that one time before,
THE COURT: I will let him answer the question.
O On the way back, did you hear or see anything, or
hear or see anybody?
‘A No, éir, T didn't see anything. They were gone.
0 Was the truck gone?
A Yes, Sir.
MR. SMITH: Take the witness.
MR. BRELAND: I want to make a motion, Your Honor. And
we don't ask that the juxy retire at this time. But the

defendants move to exclude the testimony offered by this

Py .

witness, for the first reason that there is no sufficient

connection between what he relates from the witness stangd

224
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SV R TEBE LWO daféndants.

and second, that there has been no sufficient
Ldeneiiacation by this witness of Emmett Till, the party
newae o1 the indictment,

And third, there is no sufficient connection be-

216 the happenings or occurences related by the witness
sz oTha hody of the person that wag taken from the Talla-
aveprs River which was alleged to be that of Emmett Till.

THE COURT: That motion will be overruled,

Willie, 4o you remember what Sunday that was?
Yes, Sir, .

What was it?

Do I remembery what Sunday it was?

Yes,

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A It was on the fourth Sunday.

Q On the fourth Sunday of what month?
A Of Rugust.

G August of this year?

A Yes, Sir.

MB. SMITH: Take the withess,

MR. SMITH: One further question, if the Court please.

£ :
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" CROSS EXAMINATION

I believe you stated your name is Willie Reed?
Yes, Sir.

How cld are you, Willie?

Eightgen.

Are you going to gchool now, Willie?

Yes, Sir.

What grgde are you in?

Ninch.

You are in the ninth grade?

Yes, Sir.

On August 28th, when you say you saw this truck, was

' BY MR, KELLUM:
I
A
i o
A
i 0
i A
o
[ A
Q
l A
i Q

that the first time you had ever seen this truck?

‘A

Ta S = - T « T B o B S o]

Yes, Sir, it was the first time I ever seen it.
That was the first time you ever seen it?

Yes, S8ir.

How far do you live from Glendora and Money?

I wouldn't know, Sir. I live a good ways.

Do you know Mr. Leslie Milam? .

Yes, Sir,

And do you know Mr. J.W. Milam?

Yea, Sir, I know him. '

How many times have you seen Mr. J.W. Milam before

226
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sunday, that last Sunday in August of this year?
A I seen him about three ¢6r four times.

Q You saw Mr. J.W. Milam about three or four times

hefore that?
! A Yes, Sir. .
Q And where did you see him?
"A Well, I seen him once when he came over to Mr.

Milam's.,

Q When you first saw the truck on that Sunday morning,

[S—

which direction was the truck going in?

A It was coming south, snd then it turned and went

north,
Q Which direction were you going?
1 was going east, and then I turned and went north.

Q wWhen the truck passed you, how far were you from the

truck?

A About as far as from here to the doot {pointing with

his hand) .

Q You say you were as far .as from here to that door?

B Yes, 8ir.

Q0 Was the side of the truck that has the driver in it

b ~ A Yes, Sir.
¢ And who was driving the truck?

227
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A I didn't pay much attention who was driving the
truck.

Q¢ Was Mr. J.W., Milam driviang the truck?

A I didn't riotice who was driving. 1 didn't pay
attention.

¢ Did you see Mr. Milam there in the truck?

A I didn't see him in the truek but I seen him
over by the barn. .

Q But you didn’'t see him in the truck?

.._.

No, S8ir.

A
. Q Have you ever seen Emmett Till in his lifetime?
_ A Well, Sunday morning was the first time I seen
E him,
’ Q But you never had seen him prior to that time?
A No, sir,
@ And you don't know whether that was Emmett Till
. or not, do ?ou?
l A wWell, he favored the picture I just looked at.
O When was the first time that picture was shown to
you?
A The first time the picture was showed to me?
Q Yes.
- A Well, I seen it in the paper.

MR. BRELAND: We object to any picture he saw in the
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THE COURT: The witness is answering in response

to the gentleman's guestion,

Q And you say you had never seen this boy before?

pasged by?

with his hand) .

A
e

A,

Q
A

No, S&ir.

‘How far were you from the truck when the truck

About as far as from here to the door (pointing

*

And that truck was coming from what direction?

It was coming from the east, headed towards the

south, and then it turned.

Lo 2 &

A

Is that a straight road there?
Yes, Sir.
There is ne bend in the road at all?

Yeg, 8ir, there is a bend in the road, and when the

truck got to the bend, then it turned off on that little

old hill and went noxth,

Q

rr 0O O r»r Lo 0w

lg that a paved road or dirc 'road?

It was a gravel road.

How fast would you say the truck was going?

I wouldn't know, Sir.

Was it going fast enough to stir up any dust?

It had dust, but I don‘t know how fast he was

o @ Ew W
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driving.

. g And you were walking in the same direction that the
truck was going? ' _

A 1 was meeting the truck and then it turned right
off there at the hill where 1 was supposed to go down the

hill, toc. -

' g When the truck turned, it was going in which dir-

A North,
( ) and on what side of rhat yoad were you walking?.
1 was on the right-hand side.
You were on the right-hand side?

I was going down the hill,

O 0 » 0O

And you were on the same side that the driver of the

I
l
|
I
l ection then?
|
|
|
l

truck was on?

A Yes, Sir.

é And how many men were in that truck?
A Four. '

Q Four men?

A  Yes, Bir.

Q0 And did you recognize that Mr. Milam was in the

truck there as one of the four men you saw?

.

{

1 .
e A 1 didn't pay too much attention to them inside the

truck. I just looked at the ones in the back.

I
[
|
[
l
I
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Q But you 4idn't pay any attention to the nmen who
were inside the‘truck?

A No, Sir.

Q Then you wouldn't say that Mr. Milam was inside
the truck? i

A No, 8ir, I-wouldn't say that,

Q And on the back of the truck, you remember'seeiﬁg
one person that you say was Emmett Till?

A Yes, Sir.

Q And who was the other person on the back of the '
truck with Emmett Till?

A I never had seen them before.

Q@ Do you know who the third party was in the back of

the truck?
A No, S8ir,
Q Where they about the same size ag Emmett Till?
A No, Sir,
0 well, were they larger or smaller?
A Laréer than he was.

@ Were these three parties sitting on the back of the
truck there, were thay on the side of the truck or down an
the £loor of the truck?

A They was sitting up on the side of the truck.

QO All chree of them?
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| A Three of them was and one was sitting in the floor
of the truck. . | .

Q One was sitting in the floor of the truck?
A Yes, Sir.

L Q Now, on which side of the truck were those three
gitting who you say were on the side of the truck? Were
they on the right-hand side or the left-hand side of the
truck? .

| A They was sitting on the driver's side.

E(N) ) ~ Q Were they on the same side that you were on, since

| you say you were walking on the driver's side when the

i “truck passed you?

l ‘ A Yes, SBir.

;.‘ @ Vere they sitting close togetherf

I;‘ B Yes, 8ir, sitting pretty close together.

'i_ Q They were pretty close together, were they?

!3 A Yes, 8ir, _

- Q But Till was on the floor, or the third party you

.§3 thought was Till was on the floor, is that right?

ﬁ%v- ) A Yes, Sir.

%i‘ Q  MNow, the side of that truck is about a foot or

é&;_ eighteen inches high from the floor, is it not?

;fc;) e A I wouldn't know how high.

éé;i Q You wouldn't know how high-the side of the truck is?

;“ r | 232
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A No, Sir.

Q And yet when the truck passed by you, and you say
there were two men sitting on the side of it, you weie
able to notice the rvhird party that was sitting .in the
floor of the truck?

. A There were th;ee men sitting up on the side of the

truck. ) |

Q How many men were sitting on the sgide?

A Tﬁree, )

3 i @ Then you saw three men on the side of the truck,
and there was one on the floor, which makes four men in the
back of the truck is that righté T

' A Yes, Sir.

Q@ This fourth person you say you saw there, have you

been able to recognize him since that day?
- A I don't understand.

Q The fcurth man you ﬁentioned there, have you seen
him since that time?

MR. SMITH: If the Court please, anyone of them could
be the fourth man. I wish you would have him identify him,

THE COURf: Yes - ~ will you have him identify any one

of them Mr, Kellum,

o

Q Willie, how far do you live from this barn oxr shed

that you ment ioned?

A I don't know, but I don't live too far down.

-

- an

PP

).
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Q Would you say you.lived a quarter of a mile away
or a half a mile? .

A I just wouldn't know how far.

¢ When you passed by this shéd or barn, how far wefe
you from the barn?

A Well, I wouldn't know, Sir, just how far I was
from the barn. But I wasn't too far from ic.

O Well, how many steps would it be from chis'spot
where you passed by the barn over to the barn?

A I wouldn't know, Sir.

Q Well, would you say it was a hundred yards?

A I just wouldn't know how far it was.

Q You don't know how far it was?

A  No, Sir.

.0 When you First saw this person that you thought
wags Mr. Milam, then how far from him were you?

MR. QHATHAM: We object to the use of the word
*thought". .

THE COURT: I think it would bé better to ask the
gquestion about the person that he testified to was Mr.
Milam,

Q This person that yoﬁ testified to was Mr. Milam,
he was how far from you when you.ﬁirst saw him?

A I wouldn't say how far because I wouldn't know. .

234
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Q Then you don't know whether you were one hundyred

et

yards away, or two hundred vards, or five hundred yérds

away from him?

A

Q

No, Sir.

Just what attracted your attention there for you to

notice him at all?

» Qo »

Q

well and get
A
Q

the well?

right?
A

Q
A

Sir?

Wwhat made you notice him at all? '

Well, I don't understand what you are talking about,
Was it a usuval thing for people Lo go out Lo thé:
water to drink?

Yes, 8ir.

And was this.person you identified as Mr. Milam at

Yes, Sir.

and at that time you were on the road, is that

Yes, Sir.
How far is that well from the road?

Oh, it is just - - you see, I had pagsed the well.

The road is right by the well, but I was going down the road

then.

¢ You had already passed the well?

A Yes, Sir.

1 N 1 | § ‘.‘ T .M “ ' . ' ' ' ' ' ' ' -r

e

4 sy b ———
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Q and then, I suppose, you turned around and looked
to see this person that you identified aé M;, Milam goiﬁg .
to the well, is that it?

A Yes, $ir.

Q How far were’you beyond the well when you turned
around? _

A T wouldn't know, Sir,

Q Well, what caused you to.turn around and lodk to-

wards the well?

L—
S

A wWell, I just looked back there, and I seen him
whan he‘came to the well.

Q Now; willie, you discussed thig matter witﬁ two
or three lawyers over across the street iﬁ the law office
'qver there yesterday or two days before, isn't that right?

A Yesterday.

O &and did you tell the lawyers at that time that it
was at least three hundred yards away? '

MR. SMITH: We object to that unless you state whé
it was,

Q Do you remembar that I was in the room at the time?

A Yes, sir.

Q And do you remember that this gentleman here was
in the room (indicating one of the defense counsel)?

A Yes, Sir,
236
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Q And do you -wecall that this gentleman here was in

the room then lindicating another defense counsel)?

A

Q

dicating two

A

Q

not? ‘

A

{. Y Q

Yes, Sir. .

Ahd do you remember these two gentlemen here (in-
other defense counsel)?

Yes, Sir,

And you were there talking to all of .us, were you

Yes, Sir.

And do you remember when this gentleman here (in-

dicating one of the counsel) asked you how far it was from

the well to where you were, and you replied that it was at

“least four hundred yards?

A
Q
A

Q
A
Q
the well?
A
. Q
(_i sounded like

.

Yes, 8ir, I said that,
You said that,. did you?
Yas, S5ir.

Well, then how far was it to the well from the barn?

- The wéll wasnft too far from the barn,

Was the well as far from the barn as you were from

Yesg, Sir.

and | believe you stated you heard something that
licks there in the barn?

Yes, Sir.

237
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Q@ But you didn’t see anybody in the barn at all,
did you?

A No, sir.

Q And you don't know whether that was somebody
hammering there, trying to fix a wagon or a car, or some-
thing like that, do you?

A It was somebody whipping somebody.

MR. BRELAND: We object to the conclusion of the
witness, -

THE COURT: The objection is sustained. Butr you wiil
ﬁave to be careful in objecting to answers to your own
counsel's gquescions,

. . @ And you don't know what caused the noise there,. and

© you couldn't see, could you?

A .No, sir,

0 And you don't know who was in the barn because you
navexr 4id look into the barn, did you?.

A No, Sir.

Q And you don't know whether Mr. Milam was in the parn‘
or not, do your ‘

A I seen Mr., “J.¥W." when he left tﬂe barn.

Q But you didﬁ't see him in the barn, did you?

A No, Sir. But I seen him when he left the barn and

went to the well, and then I seen him when he went back
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towards it.

Q ‘But you don’'t know whether he went in the barn or
behind the barn, do you?

A No, sir. He was headed straight to the front of
the barn.

¢ and also, if all of the people on the cruck were in
the barn, then that would make eight, is that right?

A Yes, Sir. | '

¢ That is, four white men and four colored wmen?

A Yesg, S8ir.

0 And you weren't able to understand any§hing that was
said in the barn at all?

A No, sir. ‘

Q0 Did you report this to anybody after you left there
that day?
Well; I was talking with the grandfather.
yYou talked to your grandfather about it?

Yes, Sir.

0 P oo >

But you had never geen either of the men other Ehan
Till and Mr. J.W. Milam before?
A Yo, Sir.
@ and even though the truck passed you, and you were on
{ the right side of the truck, facing the truck you say you
saw three men sitting up on the side of the truck in the

229
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back of it, is that right?

A Yeg, 8ir.

Q And you were still able to recognize a person
sitting down in the bottow of the truck?

A Yes, Sir, because he was sittihg with his back to
the cab and his face was facing me because he passed right
by me, And 1 could see hisg face.

Q Willie, when this truck passed you, it was going in
one direétion and you were going in the opposite direction,
isn't that correcﬁ?

A Yes; Sir.

Q In other chﬁs, you were meeting the truck as it
was coming towards you, is that right?

A Yes, 8igp.

Q Did you not make the statement in this law‘office
the day before yesterday, or yesterday,ithat when the truck
passed you, it was going real fast? }

A It was going real fast.when I first seen it. It
was coming down the main road then. But when he got to the
hill, there where he was supposed to turn off, then he
checked up on the speed.

Q0 How far were you from the hill?

A 1 wouldn't know, but about as faxr as from here to'

the door.

2489
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MR. KELLUM: That is all.

BY MR. SMITH:

Q

you over here in the office across the gtreet yesterday,
and that you made the statement to them that you saw Mr.
J.W. Milam come out to the well, and that you were about

three hundred or four hundred yards away.

or did these lawyers ask you if it was three or four hundred

vards away?

A

that I didn't know, but I reckon it was about four hundred

yards maybe.

0

o ¥ O v

is it on?
A
i Q

next to the barn?

; Now, did you put that estimate on the distance,

- BTT TI TAL, Sept 1855 .0n g 244

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

Willie, you testified that these [ive lawyers had

Well, they asked me how far it was, and I told them

Have you ever been in the barn oxr shed there?
Yes, Sir. I oncé been in there.

You have?

Yes, Sir.

Whe has contrel of that barn or shed? whose place

I wouldn't know, Sir.

Well, who operates the place there? Who lives there
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A Mr., Leslie Milam,

Q How far is it from the barn or shed - ~ whichever
one it is - - to Mr. Leglie Milam's house?

A Well, T really wouldn't know.

Q <Can you point cut something, anything here that you

can point out, to show us the distance from the house to

. the barn?

A Well, about as far as from here to the outside
there (pointing with his hand).

Q As far as from here to the outsids over there?

‘A Yes, Sir.

@ And what would you say that is? Would you say that
is fifry, sixty or seventy yards?

MR. BRELAND: We object to his leading the witness,

THE COURT: The objection is overruled. The witness
may answer if he knows.

Q Well, is ir fifty, sixty or seventy yards? Would
you say it was something like that?

MR. BRELAND: We object to the leading Eorm of the
gquestion,

THE COURT: The objection is overruled.

Q Willie, will you tell us, was it Eifty, sixty or
seventy yards away, Qr just how far was it? That is, what
distance is it that you have pointed out to us there?

242
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A 1 just really wouldn't know.
. Q@ In other words, you wouldn't know how to put the

vardage on it, is that right?

A Yes, Sir.

Q Now, I want to ask ?ou, as you testified awhile
ago that you saw a man thap you identified as Mr. J.W.
Milam come out of the barn and go to the well, and then
go back towards the barn, did you see him beﬁore you heard -
some noise in the barn and some hollering in there, or
was it after you heard that?y

A After I heayd it.

Q You saw him there after you heard it, is that
right?

A Yes, S8ir.

MR. SMITH: That is all.

MR. BRELAND: That is all, Your Honor. But I would
like to ask that the jury be retired as we would like to

make a motion,

THE COURT: All right, 8ir. The jury will step back

into the jury room.

(The jury retired to the jury room, and the proceedings

continued in the absence of the jury.)

(WITNESS EXCUSED) .




